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HOW TO CHOOSE AN AGENCY

In most areas, you have a choice of agencies to help you become a foster parent (temporary) or an adoptive parent (permanent). Private agencies are licensed by the state; public agencies are departments of your local county’s social services agency, and are sometimes referred to as “the county.” There are differences from county to county and between private agencies, so it is important to make a choice that fits your individual situation. These hints have proven helpful to many prospective parents!

Do your homework!

Call as many agencies as you can that serve your area.  Keep notes when you call. Did you feel welcomed? Were your questions answered respectfully and clearly?

Ask questions.

· How often and when do they hold orientation meetings?

· Is there any fee for their services? How much?

· Do they routinely place older children?

· Have they worked with families like yours?

· Do they work with children in other counties/states?

Attend orientation meetings at all the agencies you feel comfortable with.

At the meeting:

· Did you feel comfortable?

· Was the information clear, realistic and detailed?

· Was the staff respectful and encouraging to you as a prospective parent?

· Did they speak of the children and their birth families respectfully?

· Were you able to hear from experienced parents who adopted through the agency?

· Was the process leading to adoption explained clearly?

· Can you follow up by phone or email with the staff or volunteers if you have more questions?

· Is there any cost for any part of the services?

· What kind of agency support will be available after a child is placed in your home?

· Does the agency offer support groups, individual consultation or therapy after the adoption is final?

· How are those services funded?

· Did they downplay the difficulties of the children, or did they over-emphasize the negative?

· Look for a balance of realism and enthusiasm!

After contacting all the appropriate agencies, think about your reactions to each one.

· Is the agency made up of folks you feel comfortable with?

· Does the agency have similar goals and beliefs to your own?

· Religious/social values? Cultural, lifestyle and linguistic competence?

· Is proximity and/or transportation an issue?

· Does the agency have experience with the kind of child(ren) you have in mind?
With families like yours?

Then …

Choose the agency that “fits” you, your family and your lifestyle the best. Feel free to discuss your choice with others whose input you value, but remember you are in charge! No agency is perfect; no prospective parent is perfect. Expect a few bumps along the road.

We wish you the best!
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